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Following these findings, the Committee set down
a long catalogue of rights and powers as acquired by
usage and sufferance and by virtue of Paramountcy,
though they were not warranted by the strict terms
and letter of the treaties, engagements and sanads.
Some of the most illuminating paragraphs in the report
were, in fact, devoted to an exposition of the obliga-
tions of the Paramount Power to intervene in the case
of maladministration or in order to enforce popular
demands in States. It reminded the Princes * that on
Paramountcy and Paramountcy alone the* States rely
for their preservation, through the generations that
are to come. Through Paramountcy alone is pushed
aside the danger of destruction and annexation.*
But this act of guaranteeing to the Princes their
continued existence brought into operation another
corresponding set of obligations towards the people
too. * The guarantee to protect a Prince against
insurrection carries with it an obligation to enquire
into the causes of insurrection and to demand that
the Prince shall remedy legitimate grievances, and an
obligation to prescribe the measure necessary to the
result.' It cited with approval the celebrated remark
of a previous Viceroy ( 1873-75 ) addressed to the
Gaekwar that ' misrule on the part of a Government
which is upheld by the British power is misrule in
the responsibility for which British Government be-
comes, in a measure, involved,' and reiterated Lord
Minto's dictum, enunciated in his Udaipur speech of
the 3rd November 1909, that 4 the Imperial Govern-
ment would not consent to incur the reproach of
being the indirect instrument of misrule1 in the States
by guaranteeing to the Princes their internal indepen-
dence and undertaking their protection against external
aggression without a corresponding insistence on * a
general soundness of their administration.' Such inter-
vention was in the interests of the Princes themselves,
no less than those of the people, as was evidenced by